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Hea d  L i n e s

Centra l  to  our  v i s ion i s
the  bel ie f  in  the

uniqueness  of  every
student ,  and that  every
young person has  g i f t s
to  d i scover  and share
with  others .  We are

committed  to  bui ld ing
brighter  futures  for  our

students ,  our  loca l
community  and the

wider  world .  We want
our  s tudents  to  be

happy and conf ident ,
but  a l so  be  car ing  and
value  d ivers i ty.  Above

al l  we  want  them to
have  a  th irs t  for

knowledge  and a  rea l
enthus iasm for  l i fe .

Our  Values :  Be  Kind,  Be
Brave ,  Be  Ambit ious ,

Col laborate

https : / / s tourval ley.org/o
ur-school/welcome-

from-the-headteacher

A s  w e  c o m e  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  a  b u s y  a n d  r e w a r d i n g  A u t u m n
T e r m ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  s t a f f ,  f a m i l i e s  a n d
w i d e r  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  t h e  m a n y  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  y o u  h a v e  l i v e d
o u t  o u r  s c h o o l  v a l u e s :  B e  K i n d ,  B e  B r a v e ,  B e  A m b i t i o u s  a n d
C o l l a b o r a t e .

T h i s  t e r m  h a s  o f f e r e d  c o u n t l e s s  e x a m p l e s  o f  k i n d n e s s  a n d
r e s p e c t .  O u r  s t u d e n t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  i m p e c c a b l y  a t
t h e  R e m e m b r a n c e  S e r v i c e  i n  B u r y  S t  E d m u n d s ,  s t a n d i n g
a l o n g s i d e  v e t e r a n s  a n d  s e r v i n g  p e r s o n n e l  w i t h  m a t u r i t y  a n d
d i g n i t y .  B a c k  a t  s c h o o l ,  t h e  w h o l e  c o m m u n i t y  c a m e  t o g e t h e r
f o r  o u r  a c t  o f  r e m e m b r a n c e ,  j o i n e d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a r m e d
f o r c e s  a n d  t h e  R o y a l  B r i t i s h  L e g i o n .  M o m e n t s  s u c h  a s  t h e s e
r e m i n d  u s  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c o m p a s s i o n ,  r e f l e c t i o n  a n d
g r a t i t u d e .

W e  h a v e  a l s o  s e e n  m a n y  e x a m p l e s  o f  b r a v e r y .  F r o m  o u r  Y e a r
1 0  s t u d e n t s  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e i r  D u k e  o f  E d i n b u r g h  B r o n z e
E x p e d i t i o n  i n  e x t r e m e l y  c h a l l e n g i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t o  s t u d e n t s
s t e p p i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  c o m f o r t  z o n e s  t h r o u g h  w o r k s h o p s  o n
t e e n a g e  p r e s s u r e s ,  a l c o h o l  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  a d u l t  l i f e  s k i l l s ,
o u r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  h a v e  s h o w n  r e s i l i e n c e ,  c o u r a g e  a n d
d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  O u r  Y e a r  8  g i r l s  w h o  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  F A - r u n
o f f i c i a t i n g  c o u r s e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  r e a l  c o n f i d e n c e  a s  t h e y
e x p l o r e d  n e w  p a t h w a y s  i n  s p o r t  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p .

A m b i t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e v i d e n t  a c r o s s  t h e  t e r m .  O u r  G C S E
H i s t o r y  s t u d e n t s  e n g a g e d  d e e p l y  w i t h  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  d u r i n g
t h e  A m s t e r d a m  a n d  N e t h e r l a n d s  v i s i t ,  s h o w i n g  m a t u r i t y ,
c u r i o s i t y  a n d  e m p a t h y  a s  t h e y  e x p l o r e d  c o m p l e x  h i s t o r i c a l
t h e m e s .  W h e t h e r  t h r o u g h  o v e r s e a s  l e a r n i n g ,  e n h a n c e m e n t
d a y s ,  c o m p e t i t i v e  s p o r t  o r  c r e a t i v e  a r t w o r k  d i s p l a y e d  i n  t h e
c o m m u n i t y ,  o u r  s t u d e n t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  s t r i v e  f o r  p e r s o n a l  a n d
a c a d e m i c  g r o w t h .

N o n e  o f  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  W e  a r e
h u g e l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  m a n y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d
f a m i l i e s  w h o  s u p p o r t  o u r  s c h o o l ,  f r o m  D u k e  o f  E d i n b u r g h  a n d
l o c a l  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  t o  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s  a n d  g e n e r o u s
f a m i l i e s  w h o  h e l p e d  b r i n g  f e s t i v e  j o y  t o  o u r  H e a r t  S p a c e .

W o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t r u l y  s t r e n g t h e n s  o u r  s c h o o l  a n d  e n r i c h e s
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e v e r y  s t u d e n t .
I  a m  i n c r e d i b l y  p r o u d  o f  a l l  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  a c h i e v e d  t h i s  t e r m .
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  I  w i s h  e v e r y o n e  a
r e s t f u l  a n d  j o y f u l  b r e a k  a s  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  n e w  t e r m
a h e a d .
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H o n o u r s  A s s e m b l i e s   
C E L E B R A T I N G  A U T U M N  T E R M  S U C C E S S !
L a s t  t e r m ,  w e  p r o u d l y  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e
i n c r e d i b l e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s
d u r i n g  t h e  H o n o u r s  A s s e m b l i e s .
C e r t i f i c a t e s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  f o r
a c a d e m i c  e x c e l l e n c e ,  o u t s t a n d i n g
a t t e n d a n c e ,  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t  p o i n t s — a
t r u e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  h a r d  w o r k ,
c o m m i t m e n t ,  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  s h o w n
t h r o u g h o u t  T e r m  1 .

A  h u g e  w e l l  d o n e  t o  a l l  o u r  a w a r d
w i n n e r s !  Y o u r  e f f o r t s  s e t  a  f a n t a s t i c
e x a m p l e  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  s c h o o l
c o m m u n i t y .  W e ’ r e  e x c i t e d  t o  s e e  e v e n
m o r e  s u c c e s s  s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  c o m i n g
t e r m .

Chr i s t m a s  Ca r d  Com p e t i t i o n  W i n n e r s !
C R E A T I V I T Y  A T  I T S  F I N E S T  
 T h i s  y e a r ’ s  C h r i s t m a s  C a r d  C o m p e t i t i o n  w a s
n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  s p e c t a c u l a r !  W i t h  o v e r  1 9 0
e n t r i e s ,  o u r  s t u d e n t s  t r u l y  s h o w c a s e d  t h e i r
a r t i s t i c  f l a i r  a n d  f e s t i v e  s p i r i t .  F r o m
g l i t t e r i n g  s n o w f l a k e s  t o  c o s y  w i n t e r  s c e n e s ,
t h e  c r e a t i v i t y  o n  d i s p l a y  w a s  i n c r e d i b l e .
A f t e r  m u c h  d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  K e a t o n  e m e r g e d  a s
o u r  o v e r a l l  w i n n e r  w i t h  h i s  c h a r m i n g  s n o w y
p o s t  b o x  d e s i g n — a  p e r f e c t  n o d  t o  t h e  m a g i c
o f  C h r i s t m a s .

A  h u g e  w e l l  d o n e  t o  K e a t o n  a n d  t o  e v e r y
s i n g l e  s t u d e n t  w h o  t o o k  p a r t .  Y o u r  d e s i g n s
b r o u g h t  j o y  a n d  f e s t i v e  c h e e r  t o  t h e  w h o l e
s c h o o l .  W e  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  s e e  w h a t  y o u
c r e a t e  n e x t  y e a r !



Chr i s t m a s  Co n c e r t  2025
S T O U R  V A L L E Y  C O M M U N I T Y  S C H O O L  P U T  O N  A  F E S T I V E  S H O W
T h i s  y e a r ’ s  C h r i s t m a s  C o n c e r t  w a s  n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  s p e c t a c u l a r !  F r o m  t h e  d a z z l i n g
p e r f o r m a n c e s  o n  s t a g e  t o  t h e  s e a m l e s s  w o r k  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s ,  o u r  s t u d e n t s  t r u l y
s h o n e .  T h e  e n e r g y ,  t a l e n t ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  d i s p l a y e d  b y  b o t h  t h e  p e r f o r m e r s
a n d  t h e  b a c k s t a g e  c r e w  m a d e  t h e  e v e n i n g  a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f
c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  t e a m w o r k .

W e  w e r e  t h r i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  t i c k e t  s a l e s  a n d  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  t u r n o u t  f r o m
o u r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .  E v e r y  n o t e ,  e v e r y  s c e n e ,  a n d  e v e r y  m o m e n t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e
d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  p a s s i o n  o f  o u r  M u s i c  a n d  D r a m a  d e p a r t m e n t s — c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o
t h e m  f o r  o r c h e s t r a t i n g  s u c h  a  p h e n o m e n a l  e v e n t .

A  h u g e  t h a n k  y o u  t o  e v e r y o n e  i n v o l v e d  f o r  m a k i n g  t h i s  c o n c e r t  a  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e
f e s t i v e  s e a s o n .  I t  w a s  a  p e r f e c t  r e m i n d e r  o f  w h a t  h a p p e n s  w h e n  t a l e n t ,  h a r d  w o r k ,
a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  c o m e  t o g e t h e r .

 



Fest i v e  Deco r a t i ng
BRANCHING OUT:  A TREE-MENDOUS ACT OF KINDNESS
We were de l ighted to express our  grat i tude to the ent i re
Stour  Va l ley community.  Th is  year ,  our  Hear t  Space
glowed with the warmth and magic of  a  beaut i fu l
Chr istmas t ree — a g i f t  made poss ib le thanks to the
generos i ty  of  Doreward Marble and Gran i te ,  Sudbury Car
Sa les ,  and Norr is  & Co.  Plumbing and Heat ing .

The i r  thoughtfu l  contr ibut ions brought fest ive cheer  to
every pupi l  and member of  staff ,  and we were t ru ly
thankfu l .  As each of  these fami l ies  had ch i ldren in  our
school ,  i t  fe l t  on ly  f i tt ing that  they jo ined us in
decorat ing the t ree.  The i r  enthus iasm and sense of
community  made the occas ion even more memorable .

A f ina l  hear t fe l t  thank you to Mr.  Pearson ,  Mr.  Wickham,
Mr.  Beet les ,  and Mr.  Norr is .  The i r  donat ions ,  generos i ty ,
and suppor t  he lped us create someth ing that  Stour
Va l ley wi l l  en joy not  just  for  one season ,  but  for  many
years to come.

Thank you a l l  for  he lping make our  school  sh ine a l i tt le
br ighter  dur ing the fest ive season.

Chri s tma s  Lunch
FROM GINGERBREAD TO GOOD TIMES:  CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2025

Chr istmas d inner  was a great  fest ive lunch .  SLT ser ved and Chr istmas mus ic played throughout .
Desser t  was a big h i t  wi th the Chr istmas cook ies and g ingerbread men d isappear ing f i rst .  A huge

thank you to our  canteen staff  for  mak ing th is  spec ia l  lunch poss ib le .
i t  was a fest ive event ,  made even more by Chr istmas jumpers worn by both students and staff .



Pizza .  Pott e r .  Popc o r n !
A SPELLBINDING REWARD FOR PERFECT ATTENDANCE!
We celebrated those with 100% attendance at  the end of  th is  term.  We had over  160 students
in  the main ha l l  for  our  Pizza .Potter.Popcorn ce lebrat ion !  Harr y  Potter  and the Ph i losopher ’s
Stone was shown whi lst  p izza and popcorn was ser ved.  A huge congratu lat ions to those
inv i ted!  

The next  event  wi l l  be for  those who have 100% attendance in  term 2 so the competi t ion star ts
aga in in  January !

F u r r y  M e r r y C h r i s t m a s
P A W S  F O R  T H O U G H T :  R O O  B R I N G S  J O Y  T O

S V C S
P a s t o r a l  S u p p o r t  O f f i c e r  M r s  H a r e  h a d  a

v i s i t o r  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t h i s  w e e k . . . . h e r  p e t  d o g
R o o  w e a r i n g  h i s  C h r i s t m a s  j u m p e r !  S t u d e n t s

s p e n t  t i m e  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  L i b r a r y  a n d  f o u n d
i t  t o  b e  a  v e r y  u p l i f t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .

 R o o  w i l l  b e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  P a s t o r a l  T e a m  a n d
w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  o u r  i n t e r v e n t i o n
g r o u p s  i n  t h e  n e w  y e a r .  A  h u g e  t h a n k  y o u  t o

M r s  H a r e  f o r  o r g a n i s i n g  t h i s  f o r  u s  a n d  w e
c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  s e e  R o o  b a c k  i n  s c h o o l !  





Tu t o r  Group Attendan c e  Winn e r s
W I N N I N G  W I T H  D E D I C A T I O N :  C H O C O L A T E ,
S E L F I E S  &  S U C C E S S
E a r l i e r  t h i s  t e r m ,  w e  p r o u d l y  r e c o g n i s e d
t h e  f a n t a s t i c  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s
w i t h  A t t e n d a n c e  A w a r d s .  M a n y  d i f f e r e n t
g r o u p s  a c h i e v e d  s u c c e s s ,  s h o w i n g  t h a t
d e d i c a t i o n  r e a l l y  d o e s  p a y  o f f !

F r o m  c h o c o l a t e  t r e a t s  t o  c r e a t i v e  s e l f i e s ,
t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  w e r e  f u l l  o f  f u n  a n d
e n e r g y .  A  s p e c i a l  m e n t i o n  g o e s  t o  a l l  t h e
w i n n i n g  t u t o r  g r o u p s  a n d  h o u s e s  w h o  s e t
a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  e x a m p l e  f o r  t h e  w h o l e
s c h o o l .

W e l l  d o n e  t o  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  f o r  y o u r  e f f o r t
a n d  c o n s i s t e n c y  —  k e e p  a i m i n g  h i g h  a s  t h e
c o m p e t i t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  n e x t  t e r m !

V i s i t  f r o m  L o c a l  M P
E a r l i e r  t h i s  t e r m ,  S t o u r  V a l l e y  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f

w e l c o m i n g  l o c a l  M P  N i c k  T i m o t h y  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  v i s i t .
D u r i n g  h i s  t i m e  a t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  M r  T i m o t h y  m e t  w i t h
M r s  K e l l y ,  t o u r e d  o u r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  s a w  f i r s t - h a n d

h o w  S t o u r  V a l l e y  h a s  f l o u r i s h e d  a s  a  t h r i v i n g  p a r t  o f
t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y .

T h e  v i s i t  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  j o u r n e y  s i n c e
b e c o m i n g  t h e  f i r s t  F r e e  S c h o o l  t o  o p e n  i n  2 0 1 1  a n d
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  s t r o n g  r e p u t a t i o n  w e  h a v e  b u i l t  f o r
p r o v i d i n g  a  w a r m ,  i n c l u s i v e ,  a n d  a m b i t i o u s  l e a r n i n g

e n v i r o n m e n t .

M r  T i m o t h y  p r a i s e d  t h e  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y ,
c o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e  p o s i t i v e  a t m o s p h e r e  a n d  t h e
i m p r e s s i v e  p r o g r e s s  m a d e  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e .

R e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  v i s i t ,  M r s  K e l l y  s a i d :
“ W e  w e r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  w e l c o m e  M r  T i m o t h y  a n d

s h o w c a s e  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  o u r  s t a f f  a n d
s t u d e n t s .  S t o u r  V a l l e y  i s  p r o u d  t o  b e  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f

t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  t h i s  v i s i t  w a s  a  g r e a t
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  h o w  f a r  w e  h a v e  c o m e . ”



Rememb r a n c e  a t  SVCS
A group of  12 students represented the school  at  the
Remembrance Serv ice on Angel  H i l l  in  Bury St  Edmunds
ear l ie r  th is  term.  Nathan ie l  Van Der Hu lks ,  K imber ley
Cooper ,  and E l l iot  Founta in proudly  p laced the wreath
at  the memor ia l  and were later  presented with a
cert i f icate in  recogni t ion of  the i r  ef forts .

The event  brought together  many schools ,  a longs ide the
Mayor ,  veterans ,  and serv ing members of  the armed
forces .  Our students conducted themselves
except iona l ly  and were a cred i t  to Stour  Va l ley .

We a lso extend our  thanks to the students who entered
the ar twork compet i t ion ,  which th is  year  focused on the
Roya l  Navy .  The i r  impress ive p ieces were d isp layed in
St Mary ’s  Church throughout the week.

T h e  w h o l e  s c h o o l  m a r k e d  R e m e m b r a n c e
w i t h  a  t w o - m i n u t e  s i l e n c e ,  j o i n e d  b y

a r m e d  f o r c e s  p e r s o n n e l  f r o m  W a t t i s h a m
a n d  N i g e l  W o l s t e n h o l m e  f r o m  t h e  R o y a l

B r i t i s h  L e g i o n .
A f t e r  t h e  s i l e n c e ,  s t u d e n t s  l a i d  a  w r e a t h

a t  o u r  m e m o r i a l  t r e e  i n  m e m o r y  o f  H M
Q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h  I I .

A  b i g  t h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e i r
r e s p e c t  a n d  t o  o u r  v i s i t o r s  f o r  t a k i n g  t i m e

o u t  o f  a n  a c t i v e  e x e r c i s e  t o  b e  w i t h  u s .
P h o t o :  L C p l  C l a r k e ,  S S g t  C o r p e ,  S g t

H u t c h i n s o n ,  A i r t p r  H o b b s ,  A i r t p r  B a s f o r d ,
a n d  N i g e l  W o l s t e n h o l m e .

.



Hist o r y v i s i t  t o  t h e  Ne th e r l a nd s

As par t  of  the Histor y GCSE curr icu lum,  which inc ludes the Naz i
occupat ion of  the Nether lands ,  a  group of  Year  10 and Year  1 1

students ,  accompanied by Miss Howard ,  Mr Stephens ,  Miss Tompkins
and Miss Terr y ,  t rave l led v ia  the Channel  Tunne l  to Amsterdam on

Thursday 23rd October.

Students v is i ted the Por tuguese Synagogue and learned about the
thousands of  Jews who f led Spa in and Por tuga l  dur ing the

seventeenth century ,  establ ish ing new and prosperous l i ves in
Amsterdam dur ing i ts  ‘Golden Age’ .

A walk ing tour  of  the Old Jewish Quar ter  enabled students to ident i f y
‘stumbl ing stones’  set  into the pavements—memor ia l  markers

commemorat ing ind iv idua ls  taken f rom the i r  homes dur ing the
Holocaust  and murdered.

The Dutch Res istance Museum offered a h igh ly  interact ive ins ight  into
l i fe  in  the Nether lands before ,  dur ing and af ter  Naz i  occupat ion .

Students a lso took par t  in  a  workshop and en joyed a gu ided tour  of
Anne Frank’s  House.  The v is i t  conc luded with a t r ip  to Camp Vught ,

an SS concentrat ion camp and Nat iona l  Memor ia l ,  where exce l lent
tour  gu ides prov ided fur ther  h istor ica l  context  and deepened

students’  understanding of  the Holocaust  and i ts  impact .

Engli s h & Drama Enri chmen t
On 14th November,  Year 9 and Year 10 English and
Drama students attended a Royal  Shakespeare Company
(RSC) production of King Lear at  Ormiston Sudbury
Academy.

This was a fantastic cultural  opportunity and wil l
greatly enrich their  study of Shakespeare in the
classroom. 

We have become a RSC Associate school ,  which means
we work in partnership with a Research School (we are
working with Ormiston) to strengthen our use of high-
quality,  evidence-informed practice.  This gives staff
access to current research,  high-quality CPD,
implementation support ,  and professional  networks,
helping them make confident ,  effective decisions in the
classroom. As a result ,  students benefit  from
consistently strong teaching,  more effective
interventions,  and approaches proven to improve
learning,  behaviour and long-term outcomes.



Year 7 Lib r a r y  Vi s i t s  
Al l  Year  7 students have v is i ted Clare L ibrar y  and Harr is  & Harr is

Books th is  term.  These v is i ts  he lp ensure students are aware of  the
resources ava i lable to them loca l ly.  We are pleased that  many

students have now s igned up for  a  Suffolk  L ibrar ies card .



P e r s o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  &   E n r i c h m e n t
Y e a r  1 0  a n d  1 1  E n h a n c e m e n t  D a y  
O n  1 6 t h  O c t o b e r  w e  h e l d  a n  E n h a n c e m e n t  D a y  f o r  Y e a r s  1 0  a n d  1 1 .
Y e a r  1 1  d e v e l o p e d  t h e i r  A d u l t  L i f e  S k i l l s  t h r o u g h  s e s s i o n s  o n :
I n t e r v i e w  t e c h n i q u e s
C a r  m a i n t e n a n c e
D r i v i n g  t h e o r y  a n d  s a f e t y
P o s t - 1 6  a p p l i c a t i o n s
T h e  w o r l d  o f  w o r k
C e r v i c a l  s c r e e n i n g
M a n a g i n g  e x a m  s t r e s s
Y e a r  1 0  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f :
R i s k s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  d r u g s
S e x u a l  h e a l t h
P o s t - 1 6  o p t i o n s
F i n a n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u d g e t i n g

W e  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  o u r  s t a f f  a n d  t h e  e x t e r n a l  p r o v i d e r s  w h o
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d a y ,  i n c l u d i n g  O M  H e a l t h  &  W e l l b e i n g ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  f o r
W o r k  a n d  P e n s i o n s ,  R e a c h  H a v e r h i l l ,  S u f f o l k  A l c o h o l  a n d  D r u g  S e r v i c e  –  T u r n i n g
P o i n t ,  S u f f o l k  G P  F e d e r a t i o n ,  E a s t e r n  E d u c a t i o n  G r o u p ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s
w h o  v o l u n t e e r e d  t h e i r  t i m e  a s  i n t e r v i e w e r s .

C e l e b r a t i n g  E x c e l l e n c e

W e  h a v e  b e e n  d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t s  w h o ’ s  p e r f o r m a n c e  t h i s
A u t u m n  r e s u l t e d  i n  r e w a r d s .  

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t s  w h o  r e c e i v e d  H o n o u r s  i n  a s s e m b l i e s :
Y e a r  7 :  8 4
Y e a r  8 :  8 3
Y e a r  9 :  8 9

Y e a r  1 0 :  1 1 7
Y e a r  1 1 :  9 7

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a t t e n d e d  H o t  C h o c o l a t e  F r i d a y  w i t h  M r s  K e l l y :
Y e a r  7 :  1
Y e a r  8 :  2
Y e a r  9 :  4
Y e a r  1 0 : 1
Y e a r  1 1 : 7

A  h u g e  w e l l  d o n e  t o  y o u  a l l !  



S p o r t s  t h i s  A u t u m n
FROM PENALTY DRAMA TO CROSS-COUNTRY GLORY: A TERM OF SPORTING

TRIUMPHS

It was an action-packed term for sports, and our students performed brilliantly!

Several of our girls attended a Football Officiating course at AFC Sudbury and
even had the chance to practise on the pitch.

 Year 8 boys battled through a thrilling third-round match against Ipswich High
School. After a 1-1 draw, they held their nerve in a tense penalty shootout to

win 4-2 — a fantastic achievement!

The Year 8 girls were unstoppable, winning every game against Samuel Ward,
OSA A, OSA B, and Stowmarket. Led by captain Leah Norris, the team showed

incredible skill, determination, and teamwork.

We saw fantastic performances from our Cross Country runners this term. Well
done to everyone who took part, and a special mention to Lily, who finished

3rd in the Year 7 race, and Amelia, who secured 2nd place in the Year 8 race.

A huge thank you and well done to all students who represented Stour Valley
at fixtures this term, both home and away!



N e w  C a m e r a s  f o r  Y e a r  1 0  P h o t o g r a p h y

E a r l i e r  t h i s  t e r m ,  o u r  Y e a r  1 0  G C S E
P h o t o g r a p h y  s t u d e n t s  e n j o y e d  a n  e x c i t i n g

p r a c t i c a l  s e s s i o n  a s  t h e y  l e a r n e d  t o  u s e
t h e i r  n e w  c a m e r a s .  T h e  s e s s i o n  g a v e

s t u d e n t s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  e x p l o r e  k e y
p h o t o g r a p h y  t e c h n i q u e s ,  e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h
s e t t i n g s ,  a n d  g a i n  c o n f i d e n c e  b e h i n d  t h e

l e n s .
T h i s  h a n d s - o n  e x p e r i e n c e  m a r k e d  a n

i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  i n  t h e i r  c o u r s e w o r k ,  a l l o w i n g
t h e m  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s  n e e d e d

t o  c a p t u r e  s t r i k i n g  i m a g e s  a n d  e x p r e s s  t h e i r
c r e a t i v i t y .

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e
w o r k  t h e y  p r o d u c e  a s  t h e  y e a r  p r o g r e s s e s !

B a k i n g  B r i l l i a n c e
S W E E T  S U C C E S S :  Y E A R  8  &  9  B A K E  U P  A  S T O R M !

I n  e a r l y  O c t o b e r ,  o u r  t a l e n t e d  Y e a r  8  a n d  Y e a r  9  s t u d e n t s  s h o w c a s e d  t h e i r
c u l i n a r y  c r e a t i v i t y  w i t h  s o m e  t r u l y  m o u t h - w a t e r i n g  b a k e s .  F r o m  p e r f e c t l y

g o l d e n  p i e s  t o  l i g h t ,  f l u f f y  m e r i n g u e s ,  t h e  k i t c h e n  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  s i g h t s
a n d  s m e l l s  o f  s u c c e s s !

T h e  b a k i n g  s e s s i o n  w a s n ’ t  j u s t  a b o u t  d e l i c i o u s  t r e a t s — i t  w a s  a  f a n t a s t i c
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e v e l o p  p r a c t i c a l  s k i l l s ,  w o r k  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y ,  a n d

t a k e  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  c r e a t i o n s .

A  h u g e  w e l l  d o n e  t o  a l l  i n v o l v e d  f o r  b r i n g i n g  s u c h  e n e r g y  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  t o
t h e  k i t c h e n .  W e  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  s e e  w h a t  t h e y  w h i s k  u p  n e x t .



R E S I L I E N C E  I N  A C T I O N :  Y E A R  1 0  C O N Q U E R  T H E  B R O N Z E  C H A L L E N G E
O n  t h e  w e e k e n d  o f  2 0 – 2 1  S e p t e m b e r ,  3 2  o f  o u r  Y e a r  1 0  s t u d e n t s  s u c c e s s f u l l y
c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r  D u k e  o f  E d i n b u r g h  B r o n z e  A w a r d  e x p e d i t i o n .  T h e  g r o u p  f a c e d  a n
u n e x p e c t e d l y  c h a l l e n g i n g  w e e k e n d ,  w a l k i n g  a  c o m b i n e d  1 2  m i l e s  w h i l e  c a r r y i n g  a l l
t h e  k i t  n e e d e d  f o r  c a m p i n g .

A s  i f  t h a t  w a s n ’ t  e n o u g h ,  a  s u d d e n  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  f o r e c a s t  b r o u g h t  w i n d s  o f  u p  t o
4 5 m p h  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  h o u r s ,  m e a n i n g  t h e  n i g h t  w a s  s p e n t  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  h a l l  a n d
g y m  r a t h e r  t h a n  u n d e r  c a n v a s !  D e s p i t e  t h e s e  h u r d l e s ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  s h o w e d
r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  t e a m w o r k  t h r o u g h o u t ,  a n d  w e r e  a  r e a l  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d
c o m m u n i t y .

S i n c e  s t a r t i n g  t h e  a w a r d  i n  J a n u a r y ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  e m b r a c e d  t h e  s p i r i t  o f
Y o u t h  W i t h o u t  L i m i t s  —  l e a r n i n g  n e w  s k i l l s  s u c h  a s  p l a y i n g  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,
c o o k i n g ,  a n d  v o l u n t e e r i n g  a t  l o c a l  e v e n t s  a n d  c h a r i t i e s .  T h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  h a s
b e e n  i n s p i r i n g ,  a n d  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w e l c o m i n g  Y e a r  9  s t u d e n t s  i n t o  t h e  n e x t
c o h o r t  s o o n .

W e  a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  D u k e  o f  E d i n b u r g h  c h a r i t y ,
w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  f u n d i n g  f o r  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  o f f e r e d  t w o  y e a r s  o f  r e d u c e d  l i c e n s i n g
a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  f e e s .  W i t h o u t  t h i s ,  w e  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  a w a r d  a t
S t o u r  V a l l e y  f o r  c u r r e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  s t u d e n t s .

I n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h i s  s u p p o r t ,  M r  S i m s  r a n  t h e  R o y a l  P a r k s  H a l f  M a r a t h o n  o n
S u n d a y  1 2  O c t o b e r  t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  c h a r i t y .  D o n a t i o n s  a r e  s t i l l  w e l c o m e  a n d
w i l l  h e l p  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  n a t i o n w i d e :
h t t p s : / / e v e n t s . d o f e . o r g / f u n d r a i s e r s / n a t h a n s i m s

D u k e  O f  E d i n b u r g h

https://events.dofe.org/fundraisers/nathansims


P o s t - 1 6  C a r e e r s  E v e n t  I n s p i r e s  S t u d e n t s
O P E N I N G  D O O R S  T O  B R I G H T  F U T U R E S
E a r l i e r  t h i s  t e r m ,  S t o u r  V a l l e y  h o s t e d  i t s  P o s t - 1 6  C a r e e r s  E v e n t ,  g i v i n g  o u r
s t u d e n t s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e i r  n e x t  s t e p s  a n d  f u t u r e  a s p i r a t i o n s .
T h e  e v e n t  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  p r o v i d e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  l o c a l
c o l l e g e s ,  s i x t h  f o r m s ,  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  a n d  t r a i n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s ,
a l l  r e a d y  t o  s h a r e  a d v i c e  a n d  g u i d a n c e .

S t u d e n t s  e n g a g e d  i n  m e a n i n g f u l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a b o u t  c o u r s e s ,  c a r e e r
p a t h w a y s ,  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b e y o n d  G C S E s .  I t  w a s  f a n t a s t i c  t o  s e e  s o  m a n y
o f  o u r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  t a k i n g  p r o a c t i v e  s t e p s  t o w a r d
s h a p i n g  t h e i r  f u t u r e s .

A  h u g e  t h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  t h e  p r o v i d e r s  w h o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  e v e n t  a n d  g a v e
t h e i r  t i m e  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  t o  h e l p  o u r  s t u d e n t s  m a k e  i n f o r m e d  d e c i s i o n s .



Update f r om Anglian Learn ing CEO
As CEO of  Angl ian Learn ing ,  the school  Trust  which supports  your  ch i ld/ren ’s
school ,  I  would l ike to share some key h igh l ights  of  the work we have undertaken
in the last  few months .  These act iv i t ies  have benef i t ted the pupi ls ,  workforce and
communit ies of  our  Trust .  

F i rs t ly ,  I  was de l ighted to attend our  P lat form 25 exh ib i t ion in  Cambr idge which
br ings together  ar twork f rom each of  our  secondary schools .  As usua l ,  the qua l i ty
on d isp lay was impress ive and many congratu lat ions to a l l  pupi ls  whose work was
exh ib i ted .  My thanks a lso to the ar t  teachers across our  Trust  for  the i r  support  of
the exh ib i t ion ,  which was open to members of  the publ ic .

We a lso launched Angl ian Learn ing ’s  long-term st rategy ,  which has three main
areas of  focus :  Be longing by Des ign ,  Great  Schools  and Connected Communit ies .
Next  term,  I  w i l l  share wi th you more informat ion about th is  st rategy .  We have
a l ready star ted to dr ive forward in  each area ,  inc lud ing the launch of  webinars  to
support  parent ,  carer  and pupi l  we l lbe ing as part  of  Be longing by Des ign and
work ing in  partnersh ip wi th the Foundat ion for  Young People ’s  Menta l  Hea l th .
More deta i l s  can be found here .

We have been support ing the deve lopment of  our  school  estate ,  us ing government
funding to invest  in  EV chargers ,  refurb ish ing numerous c lassrooms,  to i lets  and
play fac i l i t ies  and ,  most  ambit ious ly ,  work ing a longs ide the Department for
Educat ion to star t  the remodel l ing of  Sawston V i l lage Col lege .

In  January ,  we look forward to welcoming four  new schools  to our  Trust ,  w i th one
being Soham Vi l lage Col lege .  The school ’s  v is ion and va lues a l ign wel l  w i th Angl ian
Learn ing ’s ,  mak ing them a perfect  f i t  for  our  community .  We look forward to
learn ing f rom each other  and inv i t ing the i r  pupi ls  to take part  in  our  Trust-wide
events in  the coming months and years .

I  w ish a l l  fami l ies  a  rest fu l  break and thank you for  your  cont inued support  as we
work together .  For  more informat ion on our  Trust ’s  act iv i t ies ,  p lease v is i t  our
webs i te www.angl ian learn ing .org ,  or  fo l low us on Facebook ,  Instagram and
LinkedIn .

Future s Update s th i s Autumn

M R  J O N A T H A N  C U L P I N

December  2025

https://stourvalley.org/downloads/FUTURES_Spring_1_Weeks_1-
2.pdfhttps:/stourvalley.org/downloads/FUTURES_Autumn_2_Weeks_3-
4.pdfhttps:/stourvalley.org/downloads/FUTURES_Autumn_2_Weeks_5-7.pdf

Y O U R  G U I D E  T O  S P R I N G  &  A U T U M N  F U T U R E S

F U T U R E S  S P R I N G  1  W E E K S  1 - 2
F U T U R E S  A U T U M N  2  W E E K S  3 - 4
F U T U R E S  A U T U M N  2  W E E K S  5 - 7

https://anglianlearning.org/
https://stourvalley.org/downloads/FUTURES_Spring_1_Weeks_1-2.pdfhttps:/stourvalley.org/downloads/FUTURES_Autumn_2_Weeks_3-4.pdfhttps:/stourvalley.org/downloads/FUTURES_Autumn_2_Weeks_5-7.pdf
https://stourvalley.org/downloads/FUTURES_Spring_1_Weeks_1-2.pdfhttps:/stourvalley.org/downloads/FUTURES_Autumn_2_Weeks_3-4.pdfhttps:/stourvalley.org/downloads/FUTURES_Autumn_2_Weeks_5-7.pdf
https://stourvalley.org/downloads/FUTURES_Spring_1_Weeks_1-2.pdfhttps:/stourvalley.org/downloads/FUTURES_Autumn_2_Weeks_3-4.pdfhttps:/stourvalley.org/downloads/FUTURES_Autumn_2_Weeks_5-7.pdf

