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1. Aims 

Stour Valley Community School will provide a broad and balanced curriculum which has 
been coherently planned and sequenced to inspire, challenge and safeguard all our 
students. Our vision is for all students to: 
 

• Achieve their potential through a culture of high academic, personal and social 
expectations and aspirations alongside appropriate levels of challenge and support. 

• Have their needs met and be recognised as individuals through tailored programmes 
of study which are underpinned by high quality inclusion and pastoral care systems. 

• Learn in a safe, healthy, and stimulating environment. 
• Enjoy a broad extra-curricular programme which enables students to develop their 

experiences beyond the classroom and discover their latent talents. 
• Develop the school characteristics of Bravery. Kindness. Ambition Collaboration.  

We will provide the necessary experiences which will enable our students to become: 

Successful learners, who: 

• Have the essential learning skills of literacy, numeracy and information technology. 
• Are creative, resourceful and able to solve problems with the knowledge and cultural 

capital to do so successfully. 
• Have enquiring minds and think for themselves to process information, reason, 

question and evaluate. 

• Communicate effectively in a range of ways. 

• Understand how they learn, and learn from mistakes with a high level of resilience. 
• Are able to learn independently and as part of a team, being able to apply their 

learning in relevant situations. 

• Understand the ideas and events which shape the modern world. 
• Enjoy learning and are motivated to become lifelong learners, having sufficient 

knowledge for skills and future learning and employment. 
• Are well prepared for life and able to adapt within a changing workplace. 

 
• Confident learners, who: 

• Have a sense of self-worth and believe in themselves. 

• Relate well to others and are able to form good relationships. 

• Are self-aware and deal with their emotions appropriately. 

• Have secure values and beliefs. 

• Become increasingly independent, and are able to take the initiative. 
• Make healthy lifestyle choices in relation to physical development and an active 

lifestyle whilst taking responsibility for their own physical and mental health. 

• Take managed risks and know how to keep themselves safe. 

• Are willing to try new things and make the most of opportunities presented to them. 

 
• Responsible citizens, who: 

• Are well prepared for life, work and independence. 

• Are enterprising and able to work co-operatively with others. 
• Respect others and act with integrity through well-developed spiritual, moral and 

social understanding. 

• Understand different cultures and traditions and understand their place in the world. 

• Appreciate diversity and the benefits it can bring. 

• Challenge injustice and are committed to human rights. 

• Maintain and improve the environment, both locally and globally. 

• Make choices which support current and future generations. 
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• Are committed to change for the better. 
 
Through this vision we intend for our students to be equipped to take their place in society as 
valued, economically independent, co-operative and motivated young adults with the 
necessary skills for successful and happy lives. 
 

2. Legislation and Guidance 
This policy reflects the requirements for academies to provide a broad and balanced 
curriculum as per the Academies Act 2010, and the National Curriculum programmes of 
study which we have chosen to follow. 
 
It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational 
Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum- 
related expectations of governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s 
Governance Handbook. This policy complies with our funding agreement and articles of 
association. –  
 

3. Responsibilities Local Governing Body 
• The Local Governing Body will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the 

Headteacher to account for its implementation. 
 
The Local Governing Body will also ensure that: 
 

• A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets. 
• The school is complying with its funding agreement and teaching a "broad and balanced 

curriculum" which includes English, Maths and Science, and enough teaching time is 
provided for students to cover the requirements of the funding agreement. 

• Proper provision is made for students with different abilities and needs, including 
children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 

• It participates actively in decision-making about the breadth and balance of the 
curriculum. 

• Students are provided with impartial careers guidance, and that this is appropriately 
resourced. 

 

4. Headteacher 

• The Headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that: 
• All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school 

chooses to offer, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school. 
• The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is 

adequate and is reviewed by the Local Governing Body. 
• They manage requests to withdraw children from curriculum subjects, where 

appropriate. 

• The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements. 
• The Local Governing Body is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate 

to the breadth and balance of the curriculum. 
• The governing board is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed 

decisions. 
• Proper provision is in place for students with different abilities and needs, including 

children with SEND. 
 

Other staff 
Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this 
policy. 
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Students 
At Stour Valley Community School, students are expected to be fully involved in their own 
learning and the wider life of the school. 
 
All students are expected to: 

• Work closely with their teachers and other adults to develop an understanding of how they 
can achieve, or exceed, their targets. 

• Work hard during lessons to maximise progress and minimise wasted time. 

• Co-operate with adults and other students for the benefit of their learning, 
achievement and progress. 

• Attend school, be punctual to lessons and meet deadlines for homework and Non- 
Examination Assessments. 

• Take responsibility for their own learning, achievement and progress. 

• Have high aspirations and the confidence to challenge themselves to extend their 
learning. 

• Have pride in their achievements and the determination to build on these for their future 
learning. 

 
5. The School Day 

The structure of the school day is organised as follows: 
 

Time Activity 

8:05am Students allowed on site 

8:20am – 8:50am Registration 

8:50am – 9:50am Lesson 1 

9:50am – 10:50am Lesson 2 

10:50am – 11:15 am Break 

11:15am – 12:15pm Lesson 3 

12:15pm – 1:15pm Lesson 4 

1:15pm – 2pm Lunch 

2pm – 3pm Lesson 5 

3pm – 4pm* After school clubs and Enrichment 
activities 
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6. Curriculum Structure 
 
Years 7, 8 & 9 
The curriculum is delivered in a two-week cycle of fifty, one-hour periods. 
 

 Number of periods per two-week cycle 

Subjects Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

English 7 7 7 

Mathematics 6 6 6 

Science 6 6 6 

Geography 4 4 4 

Spanish 4 4 4 

History 4 4 4 

Religious Studies 2 2 2 

Art 2 2 2 

Drama 2 2 2 

Music 2 2 2 

Computer Science 2 2 2 

PSHE 1 1 1 

P.E 4 4 4 

Technology 4 4 4 

 
Each department has a curriculum document detailing short- and long-term plans, which 
demonstrate the development of skills and knowledge in the subject. 
 
Year 10 & Year 11 
In Years 10 and 11 all students follow a range of core subjects including English, Maths, 
Science, Physical Education, Religious Studies and PSHE (delivered through morning 
form time programmes). All students follow either Combined Science (2 GCSEs) or Triple 
Science (3 GCSEs). 

 Number of periods per two-week cycle 

Subjects Year 10 Year 11 

English 7 7 

Mathematics 7 7 

Science 10 10 

PE 2 2 
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In addition to core subjects, students make four Option Choices from the option subjects 
available. Each option subject chosen is studied for six hours over the two-week programme of 
study. 
 

All students must choose from the compulsory EBacc choice option block in the first instance 
which enables most students to fill the EBacc requirement for Progress 8 and Attainment 8. 
GCSE options are reviewed annually according to the nature of the Year 9 cohort to ensure the 
subjects available reflect the most appropriate choice for students. Any review takes into 
account current legislation and guidance. Details of option choices are published on the school 
website annually.  
 
During the options procedure in the Spring Term of Year 9, students are asked to select their 
preferred choices in rank order. Every effort is made to ensure students receive their first 
preference wherever possible. Restrictions of class size and resources mean that first 
preferences cannot be guaranteed, although students typically receive a minimum of 3 out of 4 
of their first preference subjects. Alternative provision is made available for a small number of 
students who are unable to access the full academic curriculum mainstream. In close 
consultation with students, parents and the Special Educational Needs Coordinator, these 
students follow a bespoke programme of study which follows all core subjects and 3 GCSE 
courses, alongside a specific vocational course. 
 
All students will have access to a varied and comprehensive form time programme which 
includes PSHE, Literacy, Reading and additional form time activities. Additional opportunities to 
develop an understanding of themselves and the world around them is provided through the 
schools enrichment days which are held termly. 
 

7. Teaching and Learning Groupings 
On arrival at Stour Valley in Year 7, students are placed in academic ability groups in Maths 
and Science and the English/Humanities/Spanish block of subjects. Students are taught in 
mixed ability groups for all other subjects There are five teaching groups within each year 
group, with numbers of students ranging from approximately 30 in the highest ability group, to 
approximately 12 in the lowest ability group, where students have been identified as being in 
need of additional support. The progress of students in individual groups is reviewed regularly. 
Parents and students are informed of any possible mid-year changes to groups. The full range 
of setting arrangements is reviewed annually. 
 
Upon entry into the school both SATS and CATS data are used to generate academic targets 
which provide specific stretch and challenge to all students. In Key Stage 3, for the purposes of 
assessment and reporting, students are allocated into one of three learning cohorts. Progress 
of all students is then measured against these cohorts. There is no ceiling to progress 
dependent upon learning cohort allocated instead this identifies the minimum progress 
expected in terms of students’ knowledge, skills and understanding within that subject. 
Expected progress against cohort is reported to parents. Learning Cohorts are reviewed on a 
regular basis and students may be moved up cohorts based on progress. 
 

CAT/SAT Data on Entry Learning Cohort 

Low attainer on entry Emerging learner  

Middle attainer on entry Sustaining learner 

High attainer on entry Mastering learner 

 
8. Statutory Requirements 

Religious Studies 
Religious Studies is taught in every year group and, additionally, offered as a GCSE course. 
Parents have the right to withdraw their children from this aspect of their education and should 
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contact the headteacher directly to discuss these arrangements. 
 
Religious Studies encourages students to learn from different religious beliefs, values and 
traditions while exploring their own beliefs and understanding. It challenges students to reflect 
on, consider, analyse, interpret and evaluate issues of truth, belief, faith and ethics. Religious 
Studies encourages students to develop their sense of identity and to flourish individually within 
their communities and as citizens in a diverse society and global community. 
 
Relationships & Sex Education 
The school’s Relationships and Sex Education Policy has been developed with regard to the 
DfE’s ‘Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education, and Health Education 
(England) Regulations 2019’ and is available on the school website. The school provides sex  

education in the PSHE curriculum for all students, in which students are guided by moral 
principles and health and safety considerations. 

 
In accordance with the law the biological aspects of human reproduction remain compulsory 
and are taught within the Science programme of study. Parents may choose to withdraw their 
children from any other part of the sex education programme and should contact the 
headteacher to discuss these arrangements. If parents choose to withdraw their children from 
Sex Education classes they have a responsibility to provide an alternative sex education. 
 
Careers Education and Work-Related Learning 
The school provides careers education to all students through the PSHE curriculum. Work 
related learning is augmented by a two-week work experience programme in Year 10 during 
which students have the opportunity to experience the work environment. Meetings with 
employers take place within the curriculum in different year groups. 
 
E-safety 
Awareness of safety considerations when interacting with the wide range of IT resources 
available in school is an entitlement for all members of the school community. Staff follow an 
Acceptable Use Policy regarding the use of IT in school. 

 
As part of their Computer Science curriculum students are taught how to recognise and avoid 
danger when using IT resources and are also required to sign an Acceptable Use Policy. The 
school works to prevent any member of its community becoming the victim of online exploitation 
or cyber bullying and will take measures to address this type of behaviour. 
 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
Stour Valley Community School is an inclusive school and caters for students of all abilities and 
circumstances. Students with defined special educational needs access a broad, balanced and 
relevant curriculum which is adapted, with reasonable adjustments made, to meet their 
individual needs while following the typical school curriculum as closely as possible. This is 
monitored and evaluated to ensure the curriculum continues to support academic progress and 
self-esteem throughout the student’s school career. Parents are fully involved in their child’s 
education and in all decisions made. Full details of the school’s SEND provision can be found in 
the SEND policy on the school website. 
 
British Values 
British values are promoted across the curriculum with the aim of providing students with 
understanding and knowledge in the following areas: 

• An understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the democratic 
process. 

• An appreciation that living under the rule of law protects individual citizens and is 
essential for their wellbeing and safety. 

• An understanding that there is a separation of power in Britain and that while some 
public bodies such as the police and the army can be held to account through 
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Parliament, others such as the courts maintain independence. 
• An understanding that the freedom to choose and hold other faiths and beliefs is 

protected in law. 
• An acceptance that other people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having 

none) should be accepted and valued, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or 
discriminatory behaviour. 

• An understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination. 
 

9. Attendance During External Examinations in Year 11 
At Stour Valley Community School we believe in supporting individuals right up until the 
moment they complete their final GCSE examinations. Accordingly, students only have a short 
period of formal study leave during their Year 11 final GCSE examinations and their timetabled 
lessons remain in place. In this way students are fully supervised and supported throughout the 
examination period and where students have completed individual GCSE examinations, they 
continue to study for subsequent examinations during timetabled lessons. 
 
However, we appreciate that for some students it supports their physical and mental health to 
be able to structure their revision time in a more flexible way than is afforded by the normal 
school timetable. From the point when they do not have an exam every day, students may 
request that they complete revision at home. 
 
Protecting Students from Extremist Views, including Religious and Political Extremism 
At Stour Valley Community School we recognise the responsibility to make sure that our 
students grow up with a balanced view of the world, its peoples, and opinions. We also 
recognise that there are many opportunities within a school curriculum to address these issues 
and support balanced and informed debate about many contentious issues. 
 
The Religious Studies department at SVCS, through following the Suffolk Agreed Syllabus, 
studies the main world religions and promotes tolerance and understanding of world views. 
When appropriate, current issues in the news are discussed and that may prompt students to 
question human behaviour and their motives behind it. Students are encouraged to use critical 
thinking skills to identify bias and in doing so develop the skills of analysis and evaluation. 
Lessons regularly look at ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ in terms of religious beliefs and British law, so it is 
made clear what is acceptable behaviour in this country. 

 
The concept of nationalism in its extreme form arises in History lessons from Year 9 onwards is 
discussed in PSHE and, as issues arise, in tutor times. Students are encouraged to discuss, as 
far as possible, why these views are extreme and why and how people in the world may 
express them. Within work on British citizenship this leads to discussions about freedom of 
speech and association. As part of Sex and Relationship Education and in PSHE students 
discuss how to make choices about right and wrong, how to resist peer pressure and how to 
cope with upsetting news or emotional difficulties. These themes are also explored through the 
Drama curriculum. 
 
The school will not tolerate any extremist political or religious views expressed openly by staff 
or governors either in school to students or other staff members or in more public forums such 
as social media. Staff members may be subject to disciplinary action as necessary. The school 
does not tolerate any extremist views expressed by any visitors to the school, including parents. 
If a staff member hears such views then they must inform a member of senior staff immediately. 
 
Any of our students may come into contact with extremist literature or propaganda at any time 
including when on school visits and in the community. Staff leading or accompanying visits 
must be vigilant to this possibility. Staff will support students who may be distressed or 
frightened by what they read or see. Students will be helped to have a balanced view as well as 
give them coping strategies in dealing with what may be external pressures, however it is 
important to ensure that students do not become phobic about certain groups or religions. 
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There may be occasions where students have come into contact with extremist propaganda 
and have come to school to proselytize or ‘spread the word’. All adults must be vigilant and 
report to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (as detailed as Reception) any suspicion or 
incident. Students are vulnerable to such influences and must be safeguarded from any 
grooming activities related to extremism. 

 
Monitoring and Review 
Governors monitor whether the school is complying with its funding agreement and teaching a 
“broad and balanced curriculum” which includes the required subjects, through reports provided 
by senior leaders, signing off the Year 9 options choices annually and visits to the school. 

 
Heads of Department monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school through 
department meeting discussions, learning walks, lesson drop-ins, pupil book study and analysis 
of students’ progress using assessment data. They also have responsibility for monitoring the 
way in which resources are stored and managed. 
 
The Local Governing Body will be responsible for monitoring the effectiveness of this policy and 
reviewing it annually. Any changes will be made in line with legislation. 

 
 

Ratified by 
Governing Body 

SVCS LGB 

Date December 2025  
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